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PROPOSED NO: 93-658 

OROINANCE NO. ? *[ 18 '9 
AN ORDINANCE approving and adopting the 'King 
County Road Standards', 1993 update, as the 
standards for road destgn in King County, amending 
Ordinance No. 8041, Sections 4 and 6, and K.C.C. 
14.42.030 and 14.42.050, and repealing and 
replacing Ordinance No. 8041, Sections 2 and 10 and 
K.C.C. 14.42.010 and 14.42.090. 

PREMBLE: The King County Road Standards were last adopted in thelr 
entirety by King County Ordinance 8041 dated April 21, 1987. The 
proposed new publication "King County Road Standards" updates the 1987 
document. These standards update, clarlfy and correct portions of the 
previous road standards. These changes are intended to support and be 
part of the county's goals regarding growth management, housing and 
sensitive areas. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 

SECTION I, Ordinance No. 8041, Section 2, as amended and K.C.C. 

14.42.010 are, hereby repealed and the followlng is substituted. 

Adoption. A. 'King County Road Standards
g

, 1993 update, as amended 

by the council december 20, 1993. incorporated herein as Attachment A with 

amended Sections 2.03, 2.20, 2.21, 3.02, 5.03 and 5.10 as Attachment B are 

hereby approved and adopted as the King County standards for road design 

and construction. 

B.  Consistent with council's directlon and intent in adopting these 

standards the department of public works is hereby authorized to develop 

publ ic rules and make minor changes to the drawings in order to better 

implement the standards and as needed to stay current with changing design 

and construction technology and methods. 

C. Consistent with council's direction and intent in adopting these 

standards the department of public works will establish a comnittee 

consisting of county staff and representatives of the fire and emergency 

medical service and development comunities. The committee will 

investigate alternative roadway wldths and other road standard related 

issues that impact the ability to provide emergency fire and medfcal 

servlce to the publ ic and report findlngs back to council by September 

1994. 

SECTION 2. Ordlnance No. 8041, Section 4 and K.C.C. 14.42.030 are 

herby amended to read as follows: 

Applicability. A. The standards may apply to all newly constructed 

modlfications of roadway features or existing facilities which are wlthln 

the scope of reconstructions or capital improvement projects when so 

required by King County or to the extent they are expressly referred to iq 

project plans and specifications. These standards are not intended to 

apply to "resurfacing, restoration and rehabilitation" projects as those 

terms are defined in the Local Agency Guidelines,.Vashington State 

Department of Transportation, as amended; however, the engineer may in hls 

discretion consider the standards as optlonal goals. 

B. The standards shall apply to every new placement and every 

planned, non-emergency replacement of utility poles and other util i ty 

structures within King County right-of-way. 

SECTION 3. Ordinance No. 8041, Section 6 and K.C.C. 14.42.050 are 

hereby amended as follows: 

References. The standards implement and are inten'ded to be 

consistent with the references listed in Section 1.04 of Attachment A, 

"King County Road Standards, ((1986)) m'. 
SECTION 4. Ordlnance No. 8041, Section 10 and K.C.C. 14.42.090 are 

hereby repealed and the followlng is substituted: 



E f f e c t l v e  Date .  Thls  ordlnance s h a l l  take e f f e c t  (30) days from i t s  

enactment. 

INTRODUCED AND READ f o r  t h e  f l r s t  t ime t h i s  day o f  

, 1 9 B .  

. - 6 * d a y o f ~ ~ &  ,993, 

KING COUNTY COUNClL 
KING COUNTY, WASIIINCTOI( 

ATTEST: 

APPROVED t h l t  3 4  a day o f  p ~ c d ~ d r i n  , 1 9 ~ .  

\ Q . T ) p o  , . 
Klng County E c u t i v e  

Attachment: A. Klng County Road Standards, 1993 
B. Attachment B 
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PURPOSE 

King County has adopted these road design c r i t e r i a  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  a  t w o - f o l d  purpose: 

(1) To se t  f o r t h  s p e c i f i c ,  cons i s ten t  road design elements f o r  developers and o ther  p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s  
cons t ruc t i ng  o r  mod i fy ing  road o r  r i gh t - o f - way  f a c i l i t i e s  which r e q u i r e  County l i censes o r  permi ts ;  

( 2 )  To e s t a b l i s h  un i fo rm c r i t e r i a  t o  guide the  County's own cons t ruc t i on  o f  new County roads o r  recons t ruc t i on  
o f  e x i s t i n g  roads. 

I n  add i t i on ,  these Standards are  in tended t o  support King County's goal s  f o r  achiev ing a f fo rdab le  housing, 
p r o v i d i n g  adequate f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  development i n  an e f f i c i e n t  manner, complying w i t h  storm water management and 
s e n s i t i v e  area p o l i c i e s  and t o  balance these goals w i t h  the  general sa fe t y  and m o b i l i t y  needs o f  t he  t r a v e l i n g  
publ i c .  

I n  adopt ing these Road Standards, t h e  County has sought t o  encourage s tandard iza t ion  o f  road design elements 
where necessary f o r  consis tency and t o  assure so f a r  as p r a c t i c a l  t h a t  motor ing, b i c y c l i n g ,  equestr ian,  and 
pedest r ian  publ i c  s a f e t y  needs are  met. Considerat ions i nc lude  safety,  convenience, p leasant  appearance, proper 
drainage, and economical maintenance. The Standards a l so  prov ide  requirements f o r  the  l o c a t i o n  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  
o f  u t i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  r i gh t - o f - way .  The County's p e r m i t t i n g  and l i c e n s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  r e q u i r e  the  adopt ion o f  
s p e c i f i c ,  i d e n t i f i a b l e  standards t o  guide p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  and e n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  admin i s t ra t i ve  process o f  
p rocur ing  the  necessary County approval.  Yet, t he  County must have needed f l e x i  b i l  i t y  t o  c a r r y  ou t  i t s  general 
du ty  t o  p rov ide  s t ree ts ,  roads, and highways f o r  t he  d i ve rse  and changing needs o f  t he  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c .  
Accordingly,  these Standards a re  n o t  intended t o  represent  t he  l e g a l  standard by which the  County's du ty  t o  the  
t r a v e l  i n g  publ i c  i s  t o  be measured. 

These Standards cannot p rov ide  f o r  a l l  s i t u a t i o n s .  They are  intended t o  a s s i s t  bu t  n o t  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
competent work by design p ro fess iona ls .  It i s  expected t h a t  l and  surveyors, engineers, and a r c h i t e c t s  w i l l  
b r i n g  t o  each p r o j e c t  t h e  bes t  o f  s k i l l s  from t h e i r  respec t i ve  d i s c i p l i n e s .  These Standards are a l so  n o t  
intended t o  l i m i t  unreasonably any i nnova t i ve  o r  c r e a t i v e  e f f o r t  which cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y ,  b e t t e r  
cos t  savings, o r  both. Any proposed departure from t h e  Standards w i l l  be judged, however, on the  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  
such var iance w i l l  produce a  compensating o r  comparable r e s u l t ,  i n  every way adequate f o r  t h e  road user  and 
county res iden t .  


